
Language Intervention Strategies for Home Use 
 

 

Language concepts are learned by the child through his/her experiences in 

functional situations.  Children learn language by experiencing it in 

situations where it serves a purpose.   

 

Frequently, a parent can model the target language form.  When modeling is 

used, the child is provided with a model of the target form in situations 

where the inappropriate structure is used.  The child, however, is not 

“corrected” or told that there is something wrong with what was said.  

Modeling can be used to build both vocabulary and grammatical skills.  For 

example, if the child says, “I goed to the store with you yesterday.”  The 

parent could model the correct structure by responding, “You are right.  You 

went to the store with me yesterday”. 

 

Expansion is a strategy that can be used to help the child develop longer, 

more complex utterances.  When using this technique, the parent can 

reformulate sentences produced by the child by saying a sentence that gives 

more information.  For example, if a child says, “Baby cry”, then the parent 

responds, “Yes, the baby is crying because he is hungry”.  Sentences or 

utterances, can be expanded to include new grammatical structures and more 

information. 

 

Another method of enhancing the child’s language development is to 

continuously discuss and label actions during interactions with him/her.  

Talk about what you are doing or the things you see in your environment. 

 

Asking questions about the child’s environment and experiences also 

facilitates language learning.  Questions should be asked within the context 

of the conversation as they naturally evolve from the topic of discussion.  

The questions asked should require more than one-word answers.  Rather 

than asking questions, such as “What is this?”, for example, questions, such 

as “Why is he doing that?” or “How does this work?” might be asked. 

 

Books can be used to elicit all of the above strategies.  Reading a book 

together and asking questions facilitates language development.  The parent 

reading the book aloud and then asking questions/discussing what was read 

helps language development.  The child reading the book and then 

discussing what they have read with the parent is also a good strategy. 


